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there’s an 
elephant in 
the room!



why?
“As joint Presidents my wife and I couldn’t be more proud 
to support this vital work... After all we are here to ensure 
that dear Mark’s hard won legacy is maintained and 
enhanced.”

— HRH The Prince of  Wales, June 2015

I was invited to participate in the Elephant Parade India 
in March 2018, with a planned preview event in Jaipur in 
November 2017.

This public art event aims to generate vital funds to secure 
101 elephant corridors across India for the endangered 
elephant.

Elephant Parade is a social enterprise and runs the 
world’s largest art exhibition of  decorated elephant 
statues. Created by artists and celebrities, each Ele-
phant Parade statue is a unique art piece. The life-size, 
baby elephant statues are exhibited in international 
cities and raise awareness for the need of  elephant 
conservation. 



CONCEPT
   

The bLind men and the elephant

To visually interpret the ancient  Indian parable 
all over the elephant

in the story telling style of Ayesha Broacha’s art

style of illustrations
brightly coloured naive art

typography on both sides

six stories all over, 
like a jigsaw



The fifth, who chanced to touch the ear, Said; ‘E’en the 
blindest man can tell what this resembles most; Deny the 
fact who can,

The sixth no sooner had begun, about the beast to grope,
than, seizing on the swinging tail, that fell within his 
scope,
‘I see,’ quothe he,

THE BLIND MEN AND THE ELEPHANT

It was six men of Indostan, to learning much inclined,
Who went to see the elephant (though all of  them were blind),
That each by observation, might satisfy his mind.

The first approached the elephant, and, happening to fall,
Against his broad and sturdy side, at once began to bawl:
'God bless me! 

The second feeling of  the tusk, cried: 'ho! What have we here,
So very round and smooth and sharp? To me tis mighty clear,

The third approached the animal, and, happening to take,
The squirming trunk within his hands, 'i see,' quoth he,

The fourth reached out his eager hand, and felt about the knee:
‘What most this wondrous beast is like, is mighty plain,’ quoth he;

But the elephant, is nothing but a wall!'

This wonder of an elephant, is very like a spear!'

The elephant is very like a snake!'

'Tis clear enough the elephant is very like a tree.'

This marvel of an elephant, is very like a fan!'

 'the elephant is very like a rope!’

And so these men of Indostan, disputed loud and long,
each in his own opinion, exceeding stiff  and strong,
Though each was partly in the right, and all were in the 
wrong!

So, oft in theologic wars, the disputants, I ween,
tread on in utter ignorance, of  what each other mean,
and prate about an Elephant, not one of them has seen! 

a poem  by John Godfrey Saxe (1816–1887)



What next?



the making of arianna
(aana means elephant in malayalam)



What 
colours 
should we 
use?

Blindfold man 1



ayesha paints the artistic parts 

I Fill in the colour



ayesha gets into the details...

i put some 
thoughts in 

words and fat 
fonts!



ayesha 
paintakingly 
dressed up the 
blinfolded men

arianna was our ray of sunshine 
even in the relentless mumbai monsoon



everything is coming together 
slowly, but surely!



font additions by 
rasal,

the master craftsman!

who let the crow in? 



expert 
help 
from 
my 

Loyal 
elves

...and krishna, the incredible artist, 
adds his touch 



I struggle to keep up...

with the deepest respect for michaelangelo 



With arianna 
all dressed 

up in colour, 
I brought her 

home! 

Krishna helped me to give her an extra coat 
of lacquer to preserve her vivid story forever  



we had an all-day 
farewell party for 
arianna at home!



Next stop: 
albert hall museum, Jaipur!



Arianna the debutante,
was revealed to the world at 

The gateway of india 
 in march 2018



 she was next Spotted in 
Priyadarshini Park



overnight, 
we arranged 
a chocolate 

cake party at 
sunrise



she travelled to Infiniti mall 
in andheri, where many fell in 

love with her, 
and sent us images



arianna found a new owner in the 
auction and a new home with sophie, an 
educationist who wants arianna to tell 

all the children her story.

and they lived happily ever after...



The End




